
 
 

 Candle lighting time 6:43 pm 
                                                                                                                           Friday October 16 

 
      

 

Ha Shavuah B’ Sha’arey Israel 
 

  October 15 – October 22, 2009                                    27 Tishri – 4 Cheshvan 5770 
 

     Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat Services begin at 6:15 pm 
             Saturday morning Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 am

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

PARASHAT BERESHIT (Commentary on Page 3) 
Annual (Gen. 1:1-6:8): (Etz Hayim, p. 3) 
Triennial Cycle (Gen. 5:1-6:8): (Etz Hayim, p. 30) 
Haftarah: (Etz Hayim, p. 35) 
 

     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 

     We wish a Happy Birthday this week to: 
Aidan Brody, Harris Kent, Janice Donner, Alan Goldman, Natalie Oliner and Hannah Toland 
   

    Happy Anniversary this week to: 
Fran & Sol Hirsh 
 

    

      This week we remember the Yahrzeit of:  
Arnold Bogan, Sol Altman, Esther Funk “Granny” Schwartz, James H. Sharp, Sophie W. Dolinsky,  
Anna Deborah Lutsky, Liba Reifler 

 
 

 
Special Congregation Meeting 

at the Synagogue 
Sunday - October 25th - 4:00 P.M. 

Topic:   Rabbi’s Contract Renewal 
 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Please be sure to pick up your CSI 2009-2010 Directory. 

They are in the foyer facing the courtyard. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Eric Chanin, brother of Ina Chanin has started his Bone Marrow Transplant this week 
and will need platelets or blood during the course of his recovery. This is handled 
through Atlanta Blood Services, which has 2 locations.  One is next to Northside 
Hospital, and the other is on Cobb Parkway next to Whitewater.  

If you can donate please call 404-459-8744 and ask for a donor coordinator to set 
up an appointment time. They will prescreen you.  

  The Congregation, Ina and Louis appreciate your help. 

     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
Jan Lewis is directing an all female production of Shakespeare's play 
Twelfth Night, set in the 1960s, at Wesleyan College.  The production 
is at 8:00 pm, Thursday - Saturday, October 15-17, at the Wesleyan 
Porter Auditorium.  General admission is $8.00.  Bibb County public 
school students are admitted free.  Reservations are not required.   
 
Email Jan Lewis at Jlewis@Wesleyancollege.edu with any questions, 
or call the Wesleyan College Theatre Dept. at 757-5259. 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

JR. CONGREGATION IS THIS SATURDAY – OCTOBER 17 – 10:00 AM 

Adult-in-Charge:  Chip Koplin, Davening Leader:  Johnny Cohen 

     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Religious School Principal on Sunday will be Charles Brown 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please complete the End of Life Questionnaire 
and return them to the CSI office.  Thank you! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



         

The CSI Gift Shop  
for all your gift needs 

Weddings - Housewarming Gifts 
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Birthdays - Anniversaries - B’nai Mitzvahs 
 

     Chanukah is coming!   
     Contact Deborah or Terri as soon as possible 
      with your gelt order! 

 
And don’t forget the CSI Cookbook - makes a great gift! 

 
 

Free gift wrapping and local delivery. 
 

 
 
BERESHIT 
Genesis 1:1-6:8 
This week’s commentary is by Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson 
 
For Every Thing, A Purpose - We should view the diversity of creation as existing to reflect 
the grandeur of God, not to serve the various needs of humans. 

One of the great debates within the environmental community is the proper human posture 
toward the preservation of diverse species. On the one hand, there are those who argue that 
extinction is the normal method through which nature keeps itself trim. Throughout the eons, 
a great many species have gone the way of the Dodo bird and the stegosaurus--no longer 
able to compete successfully for a habitable niche in a difficult world. 

This constant cycle of evolution and extinction may be unfortunate from the perspective of 
the individual Dodo, but represents a real strength of natural adaptation to changing 
conditions. 

It is through extinction that life remains vital. While that may be true, it is also now the case 
that human beings have become a significant factor in deciding which species survive.  The 
High Holy Day prayer, "who shall live and who shall die," emits an eerie pall when seen in 
the light of our own excessive impact on other species.  

In the past, extinction embodied the slow reconciliation between living things and their 
environment. Now it is the rapid--sometimes only a few decades--intrusion of human 
thoughtlessness upon the natural order. Many species that are fully capable of surviving in 
the world cannot cope with what people are doing to our planet. As we overfish our seas, 
deplete our forests and tropical jungles, pollute our air and water, destroy the ozone, and 
pile up mountains of non-degradable garbage, we need to re-focus our attention, to stop and 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Rosh_Hashanah/In_the_Community/Services/Prayers/Mahzor_Content/Unetanah_Tokef.shtml?TSLP
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Weekly_Torah_Portion/shemini_cn.shtml


inquire about the worth of all living things. Are animals and plants simply tools for humans to 
use as we choose, or is there a purpose to all things under the heavens?  

In the Creation story, the Torah relates a magisterial unfolding of order over chaos, of life 
over death, as God's word becomes tangible. Creation moves from simplicity to complexity, 
from homogeneity to diversity, and, paradoxically, from chaos to order.  

The Rabbis of Midrash Bereshit Rabbah state their viewpoint unambiguously. "Even those 
things which you may regard as completely superfluous to the creation of the world, such as 
fleas, gnats and flies, even they too are included in the creation of the world, and the Holy 
Blessed One carries out the divine purpose through every [living] thing, even through a 
snake, a scorpion, a gnat, or a frog." 

It is no coincidence that the animals selected to illustrate the Rabbis' claim are precisely the 
ones that seem repulsive to most human beings. Few of us like fleas or snakes. We don't 
hang their pictures on our walls or send their image on greeting cards, and few poets 
rhapsodize about their beauty and grace. 

Too often, we presume to judge the worth of Creation by its appeal to our human 
perspective. The Midrash insists that our criteria are insufficient. The world does not exist 
merely to please us.  While human beings do form the pinnacle of God's creation, the world 
and the cosmos remain God's creation, not our own. Therefore the standards of value come 
not from us, but from God.  

Stories in the midrash tell of the prescient ability of the sages to recognize scorpions and 
snakes, frogs and leaves as "intended to perform God's commission." We, too, need to re-
focus our vision to be able to do the same. The complex interdependence of living creatures-
-of the myriad plants and animals that populate our globe--are essential to the continuation 
of life, just as the remarkable range of cells and structures in the human body all contribute 
to its vitality. We diminish that variety at our own peril.  

But the danger is more than simply one of physical survival. A second danger, more subtle, 
but no less real, emerges when we coddle our egocentric insistence that the world should 
answer to human standards and human utility. In the words of the psalmist, "How vast Your 
works, O Lord. Your designs are beyond our grasp." The glory of the world--of which we are 
a part--is directed beyond us, reflecting the grandeur and transcendence of its sacred 
Source. 

 
 
For other commentaries on this week’s Torah portion check out these sites: 

Aish.com    
ISJL Taste of Torah
JTS
MyJewishLearning.com
USCJ Torah Sparks 
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http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Rabbinics/Midrash/Midrash_Aggadah.shtml?TSRB
http://www.aish.com/torahportion/
http://www.isjl.org/rabbinic/taste_of_torah.htm
http://www.jtsa.edu/Conservative_Judaism/JTS_Torah_Commentary/Emor_5769.xml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Weekly_Torah_Portion/shemini_summary.shtml
http://www.uscj.org/Emor_57698010.html
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Contact information: 
CSI Board of Governors: 
President - David Frolich - bb217@bellsouth.net
Vice-President - Scott Bayme - scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com
Recording Secretary - Shelley Davidson - lawonwheels@cox.net
Corresponding Secretary - Jenna Denisar- jennakap@aol.com
Treasurer- Steve Chanin - stephen.chanin@gmail.com
Ex-Officio - Marty Koplin - 5martyk@cox.net
Rabbi- Rabbi Rachel Bat-Or - rabbi@csimacon.org
CSI Secretary - Addie Schmidt - secretary@csimacon.org
 
 
Committees: 
Adult Educa ion - Stephanie Kross - t skross@cox.net
Board of Education - Jennifer Bernstein - jsw1@aol.com
Board of Trustee Chairman - Evan Koplin - evan.scrapman@gmail.com
Cemetery - Sol Hirsh - solhirsh@aol.com
Chevra Kadisha - Steve Chanin - stephen.chanin@gmail.com
     Harriette Carter - carter3@hospitalcareers.com
Cultural Affai s (Wall of Jerusalem) - Shelley Kruger - r skruger5@cox.net
Gifts & Memorials - Francie Marshall - franciep@bellsouth.net
Gift Shop - Deborah Adler - deborahtravel@cox.net
                 Terri Frolich - tovamacon@bellsouth.net
Hospitality - Beth Cohen - badbethie27@aol.com
House - Marc Lipson - marclipson@cox.net
Library - Maggie Philbin - mphilbin@windstream.net,  
   Terri Frolich - tovamacon@bellsouth.net
Membership - Doug Katz - Sdkatz49@aol.com
Ritual - Jeff Lehman - jalroadtrip@cox.net
Social Action - David Ilan - ilanclan@gmail.com
Synagogue Donations - Beth Cohen - badbethie27@aol.com
Ways & Means - Scott Bayme - scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Quick links: 
CSI Macon Online
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ)
JTS Podcast - this week’s Parsha
Audio Siddur
Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA)
Israeli News Broadcast – in English   
The Jewish Ethicist  
Synagogue 3000
Learn through USCJ online  
The William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum
United Jewish Communities (UJC)
American Jewish University
 
 
For the children (or the young at heart): 
Torah Portion Coloring Pages 
Babaganews Torah Parasha of the week movie
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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