Ha Shavuah B’ Sha’areg Isracl

January 7 — January 14, 2010 21 Tevet — 28 Tevet 5770

e — Candle lighting time 5:26 pm
i; ' g: Friday January 8

Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat Services begin at 6:15 pm
Saturday morning Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 am
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Parashat Shemot (Commentary on Page 3)

Annual (Ex. 1:1-6:1): Etz Hayim, p. 317

Triennial (Ex. 4:18-6:1): Etz Hayim, p. 335

Haftarah (A-Isaiah 27:6-28:13, 29:22-23; S-Jeremiah 1:1-2:3): Etz Hayim, p. 343 (A), p. 347 (S)

Best Wishes for a Speedy Recovery to:
Art Besser, Elaine Dreizin, Nathalie Goodrich, Mel Haskins, Fran Kirsh, Ethel Koplin, Henry Koplin,
Paul Kruger, Ida Miller and Viola Schwartz

We wish a Happy Birthday this week to:
Pam Hill, Eli Mizrahi, Burt Haskins, Elise Krapf and Ruth Farber

We wish a Happy Anniversary this week to:
Jan & Alvin Hirsh

This week we remember the Yahrzeit of:
Ida R. Davidson, Sadie Glyck Winer, Rabbi Louis Katz, Charles Rosen, Mose Scharfman, Louis Snyder,
Sarah Chanin Bernstein, Harvey Cole, Sarah Gordon, Milton Morris Marshall, David Mizrahi,
Miriam Dreizin Chanin, Bessie R. Cotton, Gus Kaufman, Pearl Hutten, Samuel Karesh

Jr. Congregation is this Saturday, January 9
Adult in Charge: Pam Hill - Davening Leader: Aaron Brown

CONGREGATION MEETING
THIS SUNDAY — JANUARY 10, 2010 — 4:00 PM

More details will follow in the January Bulletin




EXPERIENCE JEWISH HISTORY &ND PRAYER

Adult Education classes taught by Rabbi Rachel Bat-Or

Tuesday nights, 7:15 - 8:15pm
at the synagogue

Jan. 12, 19, 26, Feb 2, and 9 - Jewish History, Part ]
Feb. 23, March 2, 9, 16 and 23 - Jewish Prayer

April 13, 20, 277, May 4 and 11 - Jewish History, Part 11

The format of the class will be discussion based on material read and questions from
class participants. It will not be a lecture class.

If you would like to join the classes and/or need additional information, please
contact the Rabbi, 478.745.0182 or Stephanie Kross, 478.405.0643.

For the history classes we will use, A Short History of the Jewish People by Raymond
Scheindlin.

The next Tefilat Lev Shaleym whole heart one
hour service is scheduled for Saturday, January 30th
beginning at 10:30am




Family Shabbat Dinner

Friday - January 15th

Services begin at 6:15 pm
featuring our 4th Grade Class

and Cantorial Intern, Richard Bessman
with dinner to follow

Adults - $10, Children - $7, Kids under 3 free
All Religious School students are free

Please call 745-4571 or email: secretary@csimacon.org
to make a reservation

The CS/ Gift Shop

for all your gift needs
Weddings - Housewarming Gifts
Birthdays - Anniversaries - B'nai Mitzvahs
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Don’t forget the CSI Cookbook - makes a great gift!

Free gift wrapping and local delivery.
Contact Terri Frolich or Deborah Adler any time

Parashat Sh'mot

Exodus 1:1-6:1
This week’s commentary is by Rabbi Joshua Gutoff, a teacher and writer living in Brooklyn, NY.

The Life Of The Oppressed: The antidote to the terror of living in a dangerous world is to
participate in the liberation of others.

Here's part of the Exodus story they didn't teach in Hebrew school:

Exodus, Chapter Four. Moses, in Midian, has encountered God at the burning bush, received
his commission, and is on his way back to Egypt. Then this:



Now it was on the journey, at the night-camp, that God encountered him and sought to make
him die. Tzippora took a flint and cut off her son's foreskin, she touched it to his legs and said:
Indeed, a bridegroom of blood are you to me! Thereupon he released him. Then she said, "a
bridegroom of blood" because of the circumcision. (Exodus 4:24-26)

An amazing story. It reads like a passage from Genesis; it has that mythic, mysterious quality.
| think of Isaac, meditating in the fields. This is the kind of story that could have happened to
him.

Experiences of Moses & Isaac

In fact this kind of story did happen to him, when he was bound on the altar. How alike were
their experiences, Moses and Isaac: God wanted to kill each of them and they didn't know
why, and somehow a substitute suffices. Yet their subsequent lives are anything but similar.
Isaac is crippled by the experience: passive and unable to understand his children, the Bible
tells us that God is his Terror (Gen. 31:42, 53) and he ends his days blind and duped. Moses
goes on to be the friend of God, and when he dies "his eyes were undimmed and his vigor
unabated." (Deuteronomy 34:12)

Moses' ability to emerge whole has less to do with who he was when God came upon him,
than with what he was doing. Or rather, where he was going. Moses was on his way to free a
people, and it was this mission which supported him through the terror. More broadly, there is
something about liberating other people that affects one's relationship with God.

Because other people are really not that Other. We are like each other, because we are in
part like God: we are created in God's image, and in each of us is a part of God. God is not so
much interested in the way we treat each other, but rather implicated.

Liberation & God

In his book The Prophets, Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel wrote: "Justice is not...a value, but
a transcendent demand, freighted with divine concern. It is not only a relationship between
man and man, it is an act involving God, a divine need...Its validity is not only universal, but
also eternal, independent of will and experience."

"A divine need." Moses isn't crippled by God because he's helping to redeem God. God
doesn't become Moses' terror because God is already Moses' cause. The act of liberation
allows Moses to live with a frightening God, even an apparently demonic God, because the
act of liberation is about God.

Oppression as Desecration

All oppression is a desecration of the divine image, a hillul HaShem: in Baghdad, or in Addis
Ababa, or in the Sudan, or in Gaza. This is threatening to us, and rightfully so. Not because of
the enormity of the obligation it imposes; we have plenty of obligations which we rarely meet.
It's threatening for the simple reason that oppression is bad for the oppressed. It warps their
souls, filling them with a bitterness and violence and hate that is not always directed at the
oppressors. The duty to free the oppressed is threatening because it means living with them,
and at best that can be a dangerous prospect.

Moses knew that. After all, what was Moses' experience of the Israelite slaves, even after he
had demonstrated where his sympathies lay?



He went out again on the next day, and here: two Hebrew men fighting! He said to the guilty-
one: For-what-reason do you strike your fellow? He said: Who made you chief and judge over
us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian? (Exodus 2:13-14)

Both before and after the Exodus the Israelites were as obstinate, as proud, and as violent a
group as could be found, and yet never once did Moses suggest that their liberation was a
bad idea, that they did not deserve their freedom. People don't deserve freedom because
they're good. People deserve freedom because they're people.

Isaac's Children of Moses' Disciples

Nevertheless, the danger is real. But as is increasingly clear, the world is dangerous whatever
we do. We all experience the terrifying nature of the world, and we know it threatens us
unjustly. But Martin Buber had something to say about that terror, as he meditated on the
ambush at the night camp:

"If a power attacks a man and threatens him, it is proper to recognize God in it or behind it, no
matter how nocturnally dread and cruel it may be..." There is no danger, he says, that is
outside of God, and so the experience of living in a threatening world is the experience of
God wanting to kill you; it is the terror of looking up at the knife and knowing that it was God's
command that brought you to the altar.

And so we cannot escape that terror--we are, after all, Isaac's children. We can survive it,
though; we can deal with the danger, and know it, and not be crippled by it. For while we must
be Isaac's children, we can choose to become Moses' disciples.

For other commentaries on this week’s Torah portion check out these sites:
Aish.com
ISJL Taste of Torah
JTS
MyJewishLearning.com
USCJ Torah Sparks

Contact information:

CSI Board of Governors:

President - David Frolich - bb217@bellsouth.net

Vice-President - Scott Bayme - scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com
Recording Secretary - Shelley Davidson - lawonwheels@cox.net
Corresponding Secretary - Jenna Denisar- jennakap@aol.com
Treasurer- Steve Chanin - stephen.chanin@gmail.com

Ex-Officio - Marty Koplin - Smartyk@cox.net

RabbF Rabbi Rachel Bat-Or - rabbi@csimacon.org

CS/ Secretary - Addie Schmidt - secretary@csimacon.org



http://www.aish.com/torahportion/
http://www.isjl.org/rabbinic/taste_of_torah.htm
http://www.jtsa.edu/Conservative_Judaism/JTS_Torah_Commentary/Emor_5769.xml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Weekly_Torah_Portion/shemini_summary.shtml
http://www.uscj.org/Emor_57698010.html
mailto:bb217@bellsouth.net
mailto:scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com
mailto:lawonwheels@cox.net
mailto:jennakap@aol.com
mailto:stephen.chanin@gmail.com
mailto:5martyk@cox.net
mailto:rabbi@csimacon.org
mailto:secretary@csimacon.org

Committees:
Adult Education - Stephanie Kross - skross@cox.net
Board of Education - Jennifer Bernstein - jswl@aol.com
Board of Trustee Chairman - Evan Koplin - evan.scrapman@gmail.com
Cemetery - Sol Hirsh - solhirsh@aol.com
Chevra Kadlisha - Steve Chanin - stephen.chanin@gmail.com
Harriette Carter - carter3@hospitalcareers.com

Cultural Affairs (Wall of Jerusalem) - Shelley Kruger - skruger5@cox.net
Gifts & Memorials - Francie Marshall - franciep@bellsouth.net
Gift Shop - Deborah Adler - deborahtravel@cox.net

Terri Frolich - tovamacon@bellsouth.net
Hospitality - Beth Cohen - badbethie27@aol.com
House - Marc Lipson - marclipson@cox.net
Library - Maggie Philbin - mphilbin@windstream.net,

Terri Frolich - tovamacon@bellsouth.net

Membership - Doug Katz - Sdkatz49@aol.com
Ritual - Jeff Lehman - jalroadtrip@cox.net
Social Action - David llan - ilanclan@gmail.com
Synagogue Donations - Beth Cohen - badbethie27@aol.com
Ways & Means - Scott Bayme - scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com
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Quick links:

CSI Macon Online

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ)
JTS Podcast - this week’s Parsha

Audio Siddur

Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA)

Israeli News Broadcast — in English

The Jewish Ethicist

Synagogue 3000

Learn through USCJ online

The William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum
United Jewish Communities (UJC)

American Jewish University

For the children (or the young at heart):
Torah Portion Coloring Pages
Babaganews Torah Parasha of the week movie
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