Ha Shavuah B’ Sha’areg Isracl

April 15— April 21, 2010 1 lyar — 7 lyar 5770

s — Candle lighting time 7:47 pm
i; ' ‘%: Friday April 16

Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat Services begin at 6:15 pm
Saturday morning Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 am

Parashat Tazria-Metzora (Commentary on Page 3)
Annual (Lev. 12:1-15:33): Etz Hayim p. 649

Triennial (Lev. 14:33-15:33): Etz Hayim p. 663

Haftarah (2 Kings 7:3-20): Etz Hayim p. 675

Best Wishes for a Speedy Recovery to:
Art Besser, Elaine Dreizin, Ethel Koplin, Paul Kruger, Doris Rabinowitz, Valiant Haller and Paul Adler

We wish a Happy Birthday this week to:
Hannah Mizrahi, Laurel Robinson, Daniel Toland, Vickie Brown, Molly Katz and Shely Ardet

We wish a Happy Anniversary this week to:
Fabianne & Howard Perofsky

This week we remember the Yahrzeit of:
Sonja Greasley, Benjamin Theodore, Howard Albrecht, Joseph Shuman, Rabbi Emanuel Popper
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We have two copies of the book “One Step Ahead of Hitler:
A Jewish Child’s Journey through France” written by Fred Gross
available for sale. The cost is $25.44 including tax.
Call the CSI office if you are interested.
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Family Shabbat Dinner
Friday - April 16

Service begins at 6:15 pm with dinner to follow
Adults - $10 Children under 13 - $7 Kids under 3 - free
All Religious School Students are free!

Please call 745-4571 or email: secretary@csimacon.org to make reservations



mailto:secretary@csimacon.org

Our Religious School will celebrate
ﬁ Yom Ha'atzma'ut

#——2  (Israel Independence Day)
on Sunday from 9:30 to 11:30 AM

They will experience many of the different
customs of living in the land of Israel

(Hebrew School will follow from 11:30-12:30pm)

Adult Education Class
taught by Rabbi Rachel Bat-Or
No Class on April 27

Jewish History, PartII: Tuesday Night - April 20
7:15-8:15pm at the Synagogue

AlsoonMay 4 & 11

We are using A Short History of the Jewish People by Raymond Scheindlin for the history classes.
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Iefilat Lev Shaleym, Whole Feaxt
ane fiour sewice will be en Saturday, Upul 24
beginning at 10:30am
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~ CSI Adult Education Presents ~

MOVI= NIGHT

Sunday - April 25 - 5:00 PM
Covered Dish
at the home of Terri & David Frolich

We will be showing a short (about 30 minutes) DVD entitled "The Gefilte Fish Chronicles”.
It is a story of Passover - family, fish, food and plenty of love. Join the Dubroff family
as they laugh, argue, cry, mince, peel and reminisce while preparing for Passover.

Please contact Terri Frolich or Stephanie Kross if you are planning to join us or if you
need additional information.
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The CS1 Gift Shop
Birthdays - Anniversaries
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs - Graduations
House Warming Gifts

Call Terri 477-8597 or Deborah ¢74-0505 for an Appointment
Open Sundays during Sunday School

Parashat Metzora

Leviticus 14:1-15:33

This week’s commentary is by Rabbi Justin David, the spiritual leader of Congregation B'nai Israel in
Northampton, MA.

Modern Untouchables: Our Sins Of Exclusion - Parashat Metzora calls attention to how we
treat those who are excluded and alienated from our society.

This is the Torah portion that becomes infamous at some point in one's Jewish education,
recounting the unseemly details of a strange skin disease, tzaraat. Additionally, we become
acquainted with the unfortunate consequences of the disease, as the afflicted one is alienated
from the community until he or she is healed, welcomed back only after a purification ritual
involving the kohen (priest), and an anointing of sanctified water mixed with the ashes of a red
heifer.

Students of the Torah have been bothered for millennia--not only, to be sure, by the sheer
aesthetic unpleasantness of this parashah, but also by the seemingly arbitrary nature of the
affliction and the alienation it imposes. The ancient Rabbis are troubled by the absence of any




rationale for the affliction of tzaraat. The Torah does not state what people do to contract it, nor
is atonement effective as a cure.

Alienation and Affliction

But perhaps this is precisely the point--to raise the awareness of alienation and affliction in our
midst. Seen in a broader context, the book of Leviticus calls our attention to the communal
standards of holiness, and tzaraat reminds us that there is an underside to every society, even
one predicated on such a lofty foundation. Where there is prosperity, bounty and harmony,
there is also bound to be pain, alienation and discord.

In fact, the Torah as well as later Jewish tradition seizes upon the motif of tzaraat as symbolic
of a breach among people as well as between people and God. For example, the Torah makes
clear that Miriam is afflicted with tzaraat after she apparently speaks ill of Moses' wife.
Following suit, rabbinic midrash portrays this skin affliction as a sign of enmity produced by
lashon hara, the unrestrained tongue.

For an example of tzaraat as spiritual alienation, one can turn to the popular poem Yedid
Nefesh, recited at the beginning of the service to greet Shabbat on Friday night. Here, the
individual soul is "lovesick" for God, with the soul being so distant as to be like Miriam,
suffering from tzaraat, to be cured only by Moses' plea to God: "El na r'fa na lah (please God,
heal her)!"

This parashah calls attention to how alienation is experienced individually, and addressed by
society. Tzaraat is indeed an unbearable affliction, but one that is sustained only for a short
time until healing is found. Furthermore, the overwhelming feeling toward the afflicted one is
empathy and compassion.

No one with tzaraat is viewed as a permanent outcast. Their return to the community is
envisioned after healing and a re-introduction ritual presided over by the priest. Finally, it is
viewed as a truly regrettable and desperate situation to be avoided if at all possible. To prevent
needless isolation, a thorough skin examination is required by an expert, and the rabbis
illustrate the variety of instances in which the appearance of tzaraat is called into doubt.

It is troubling, then, to consider the extent to which we render those in our society who are
most vulnerable as surrogate "metzora’im,” outcasts in the manner described by the Torah
portion. Regrettably, yet predictably, the poor, the uneducated, the mentally ill, all those who
are deemed to be social pariahs, generally by no fault of their own, come to occupy a position
of perpetual exclusion from the blessings of our society.

As these metzora'im are outcasts, so are all those who live in perpetual exclusion from
adequate education, health care, a sense of safety and daily well being. As the metzora'im are
"untouchable,"” so are those exiled by poverty ignored and disdained.

Treatment of the Poor

Furthermore, in light of this week's Torah portion, our society's treatment of the poor is
particularly egregious. Leviticus at least views tzaraat as temporary, assuming that the afflicted
individual will rejoin the community. The scourge of our society is that we expect only
exceptional individuals in extraordinary circumstances to benefit from such social
transformation. Contrary to every humane impulse of Jewish tradition, we have rendered
poverty a pathology for which there is no cure, an exile for which there is no return.



Such treatment, by the standards of the Torah, is not only unjust, but blasphemous. Consider
the famous line from chapter 58 of Isaiah, verses 6-7, that what God desires is for all to share
their bread with the hungry, to welcome the homeless into their own home.

The great teaching of Isaiah is to view the poor not as alien, but as integral to our community,
also created in the Divine image. It is a realization that begs immediate response, acting in
such a way as to transform hearts of stone into compassionate hearts of flesh, fashioning a
society in which no exclusion is permanent.

For other commentaries on this week’s Torah portion check out these sites:
Aish.com

ISJL Taste of Torah

JTS

MyJewishLearning.com

USCJ Torah Sparks
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Contact information:

CSI Board of Governors:

President - David Frolich - bb217@bellsouth.net

Vice-President - Scott Bayme - scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com
Recording Secretary - Shelley Davidson - lawonwheels@cox.net
Corresponding Secretary - Jenna Denisar- jennakap@aol.com
Treasurer- Steve Chanin - stephen.chanin@gmail.com

Ex-Officio - Marty Koplin - Smartyk@cox.net

RabbF Rabbi Rachel Bat-Or - rabbi@csimacon.org

CS/ Secretary - Addie Schmidt - secretary@csimacon.org

Committees:
Adult Education - Stephanie Kross - skross@cox.net
Board of Education - Jennifer Bernstein - jswl@aol.com
Board of Trustee Chairman - Evan Koplin - evan.scrapman@gmail.com
Cemetery - Sol Hirsh - solhirsh@aol.com
Chevra Kadlisha - Steve Chanin - stephen.chanin@gmail.com
Harriette Carter - carter3@hospitalcareers.com

Cultural Affairs (Wall of Jerusalem) - Shelley Kruger - skruger5@cox.net
Gifts & Memorials - Francie Marshall - franciep@bellsouth.net
Gift Shop - Deborah Adler - deborahtravel@cox.net

Terri Frolich - tovamacon@bellsouth.net
Hospitality - Beth Cohen - badbethie27@aol.com
House - Marc Lipson - marclipson@cox.net
Library — Hillel Kaplan — hilkap@juno.com
Membership - Doug Katz - Sdkatz49@aol.com
Ritual - Jeff Lehman - jalroadtrip@cox.net
Social Action - David llan - ilanclan@gmail.com
Synagogue Donations - Beth Cohen - badbethie27@aol.com
Ways & Means - Scott Bayme - scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com
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Quick links:

CSI Macon Online

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ)
JTS Podcast - this week’s Parsha

Audio Siddur

Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA)

Israeli News Broadcast — in English

The Jewish Ethicist

Synagogue 3000

Learn through USCJ online

The William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum
United Jewish Communities (UJC)

American Jewish University

For the children (or the young at heart):
Torah Portion Coloring Pages
Babaganews Torah Parasha of the week movie
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http://www.csimacon.org/
http://www.uscj.org/index1.html
http://web.me.com/jtstunes/JTStunes/JTS_Podcasts/Entries/2008/11/5_Parashat_Lekh_Lkha_5769.html
http://www.sidduraudio.com/
http://jta.org/
http://www.fromil.com/tv/index.php?radio=4
http://www.fromil.com/tv/index.php?radio=4
http://www.synagogue3000.org/
http://www.uscj.org/Jewish_Living__Learn5019.html
http://www.thebreman.org/index.htm
http://www.ujc.org/index.aspx?page=1
http://www.ajula.edu/
http://www.aish.com/torahportion/coloringpages/ColoringPage.asp
http://www.babaganewz.com/parashah/

