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 Candle lighting time 8:21 pm 
                                                                                                                           Friday June 4 

 
           

Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat Services begin at 6:15 pm 
             Saturday morning Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 am 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
PARASHAT SHELAKH LEKHA (Commentary on Page 3) 
BIRKAT HAHODESH 
Annual (Num. 13:1-15:41): Etz Hayim p. 840 
Triennial (Num. 15:8-15:41): Etz Hayim p. 851 
Haftarah (Joshua 2:1-24): Etz Hayim p. 856 
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 

 

                                  Best Wishes for a Speedy Recovery to: 
Elaine Dreizin, Ethel Koplin, Paul Kruger, Doris Rabinowitz and Paul Adler 
 

We wish a Happy Birthday this week to: 
Jimmy Gaudet, Issy Egdal, Pam Toland and David Krapf 
 

We wish a Happy Anniversary this week to: 
Sharon & Bernard Baum, Laura & David Ilan and Lenore & Ira Polk 
 

This week we remember the Yahrzeit of:  
Dorothy Mark Pross, Shelby Starner, Fannie Zailen Mark, Zelig Wolf, George Brahn, Oscar Klein, 
Max Turner, Samuel Pollock, Alfred Marvin Weiss 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregation Sha’arey Israel 
ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 

SUNDAY – JUNE 13 – 4:00 PM 
 

An email containing the committee reports that will be read at the 
meeting will be sent out to everyone tomorrow, June 4, so that you will be 
able to preview them at your leisure.  

If you have any questions about any of them, you can contact the 
committee chair prior to the meeting to help expedite proceedings at the 
meeting. There will still be an opportunity to ask questions at the meeting 
itself. 
 



 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The New High Holiday Mahzor Lev Shalem 
Prayer Books Have Arrived at CSI 

 
If you would like to plate a prayer book 
for a life cycle event, the cost is $30.00 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Please Help ~ ~ ~ 
 There is a plastic storage receptacle next to the Plum 
Street entrance for non-perishable food donations that will 
go to Macon Outreach.  They are always in need so please 
help when you can. 
 
 We have added a couple of baskets for your empty 
medicine (pill) bottles.  You can take off the label or black out 
the information on them.  They will be given to countries that 
are in need of them.   
 
Thank you! 
                                    The CSI Social Action Committee 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 The CSI Gift Shop  

Birthdays – Anniversaries - Weddings 
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs – Graduations 

House Warming Gifts 
 

Call Terri 477-8597 or Deborah 474-0505 for an Appointment 
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PARASHAT SHELAKH 
Numbers 13:1-15:41 
This week’s Torah commentary is by Rabbi Kerry M. Olitzky, the Executive Director of the Jewish 
Outreach Institute and the author of numerous books about Jewish spirituality. 
 
A Focus on the Here and Now - The nostalgic memories we have of the past may 
eem appealing--but they require closer inspection. s 

In keeping with a theme we've seen in recent weeks, the title of this portion seems to tell it all. 
But digging a little bit deeper, the Hebrew construction of the phrase--shlah lekha (literally, 
"send for you")--beckons for more interpretation. It seems to be written as an emphatic. It is 
not simply a request made by God of Moses. Rather, it highlights the way in which Moses is 
to send out his advance team. Some will argue that the Hebrew implies a great deal more 
than even the emphasis that is clearly present in the text suggests. 
 
In a well-known passage of the Torah, Moses is directed by God to send out scouts to 
investigate the land of Israel. It seems like a simple activity; in truth, any smart military 
strategist would send an advance team ahead to inspect an unknown area, especially if an 
enemy's presence is anticipated. 
 
The lekha--resonant of the charge to Abraham early in the book of Genesis (lekh lekha)--is a 
hint to Moses that he will have to look deeply into himself (lekha) if he is to truly understand 
the reports of the scouts. The scouts will return with facts and figures about the land, but no 
information is objective. Everything must be scrutinized, especially when it is as serious as 
plotting out the future journey of the Jewish people. 
 
And indeed Moses learns that the scouts scoured the land but returned with two contradictory 
reports. Only Caleb and Joshua see the full potential in the land. The others are fearful and 
ready to retreat, to return to Egypt, even to the slavery they fought hard to leave behind. 
 
It is not clear what Caleb and Joshua thought about the past--but in actuality, it doesn't 
matter. They are guided by the present as they envision the future. The event seems 
reminiscent of the false trips down the nostalgic memory lane of the shtetl that the American 
Jewish community experienced some years ago. They forgot that the dreamy shtetl life with 
all of its wonderments was terrible. That is why our ancestors left and moved to these shores. 
  
According to the Torah text, the episode that documents this part of the Jewish people's 
journey in this week's Torah reading saddens God greatly. After redeeming the Israelites from 
Egypt, guiding them through the desert and bringing them to the edge of the Promised Land, 
the people are still not satisfied. 
 
The events of the Exodus--and even the revelation of Sinai and the various encounters in the 
desert--seem to be insufficient to impress the Israelites. They are in a "What have You done 
for us lately?" mood. The people rebelled against Moses and against God. 
 
Moses shows great compassion for the people and asks God to forgive them. God agrees but 
not without punishment. The people who could not embrace the future would not be entitled 
to see it. 
 

http://www.joi.org/


Nostalgia for Days Gone By 
Perhaps we are at a similar point in the journey of the Jewish people in this land of promise 
called America. There are those who see a future that is untenable and wish to return to the 
past. And others see the reality that confronts us and choose to embrace it fully. 
 
The nostalgic memories we have of the way things used to be may seem appealing on the 
surface, but, as the title of this portion shows, some things require closer inspection for 
complete understanding. When we examine our memories more closely, we can learn a great 
deal more. Things may not have been as rosy as we remember them to be, and we may be 
better served by focusing on the present. 
 
We should heed the important lessons that this portion provides through its depiction of the 
actions of Caleb and Joshua and apply them to our own lives today. By refusing to become 
bogged down in halcyon memories of bygone days and focusing instead on the here and 
now, we can work to create a more optimistic future for us all. It remains our only option. 
 

 
 
For other commentaries on this week’s Torah portion check out these sites: 
Aish.com    
ISJL Taste of Torah
JTS
MyJewishLearning.com
USCJ Torah Sparks 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Contact information: 
CSI Board of Governors: 
President - David Frolich - bb217@bellsouth.net
Vice-President - Scott Bayme - scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com
Recording Secretary - Shelley Davidson - lawonwheels@cox.net
Corresponding Secretary - Jenna Denisar- jennakap@aol.com
Treasurer- Steve Chanin - stephen.chanin@gmail.com
Ex-Officio - Marty Koplin - 5martyk@cox.net
Rabbi- Rabbi Rachel Bat-Or - rabbi@csimacon.org
CSI Secretary - Addie Schmidt - secretary@csimacon.org
 
Committees: 
Adult Education - Stephanie Kross - skross@cox.net
Board of Education - Jennifer Bernstein - jsw1@aol.com
Board of Trustee Chairman - Evan Koplin - evan.scrapman@gmail.com
Cemetery - Sol Hirsh - solhirsh@aol.com
Chevra Kadisha - Steve Chanin - stephen.chanin@gmail.com
     Harriette Carter - carter3@hospitalcareers.com
Cultural Affairs (Wall of Jerusalem) - Shelley Kruger - skruger5@cox.net
Gifts & Memorials - Francie Marshall - franciep@bellsouth.net
Gift Shop - Deborah Adler - deborahtravel@cox.net
                Terri Frolich - tovamacon@bellsouth.net
Hospitality - Beth Cohen - badbethie27@aol.com
House - Marc Lipson - marclipson@cox.net
Library – Hillel Kaplan – hilkap@juno.com  
Membership - Doug Katz - Sdkatz49@aol.com
Ritual - Jeff Lehman - jalroadtrip@cox.net
Social Action - David Ilan - ilanclan@gmail.com
Synagogue Donations - Beth Cohen - badbethie27@aol.com
Ways & Means - Scott Bayme - scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com
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http://www.aish.com/torahportion/
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http://www.jtsa.edu/Conservative_Judaism/JTS_Torah_Commentary/Emor_5769.xml
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Quick links: 
CSI Macon Online
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ)
JTS Podcast - this week’s Parsha
Audio Siddur
Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA)
Israeli News Broadcast – in English   
The Jewish Ethicist  
Synagogue 3000
Learn through USCJ online  
The William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum
United Jewish Communities (UJC)
American Jewish University
 
For the children (or the young at heart): 
Torah Portion Coloring Pages 
Babaganews Torah Parasha of the week movie

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.csimacon.org/
http://www.uscj.org/index1.html
http://web.me.com/jtstunes/JTStunes/JTS_Podcasts/Entries/2008/11/5_Parashat_Lekh_Lkha_5769.html
http://www.sidduraudio.com/
http://jta.org/
http://www.fromil.com/tv/index.php?radio=4
http://www.fromil.com/tv/index.php?radio=4
http://www.synagogue3000.org/
http://www.uscj.org/Jewish_Living__Learn5019.html
http://www.thebreman.org/index.htm
http://www.ujc.org/index.aspx?page=1
http://www.ajula.edu/
http://www.aish.com/torahportion/coloringpages/ColoringPage.asp
http://www.babaganewz.com/parashah/

