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 Candle lighting time 8:24 pm 
                                                                                                                           Friday June 11 

 
           

Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat Services begin at 6:15 pm 
             Saturday morning Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 am 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
PARASHAT KORACH (Commentary on Page 2) 
SHABBAT ROSH HODESH 
Annual (Num. 16:1-18:32): Etz Hayim p. 860 
Triennial (Num. 17:25-18:32): Etz Hayim p. 868 
Maftir (Num. 28:9-15): Etz Hayim p. 930 
Haftarah (Isaiah 66:1-24): Etz Hayim p. 1220 
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 

 

                                  Best Wishes for a Speedy Recovery to: 
Elaine Dreizin, Ethel Koplin, Paul Kruger, Doris Rabinowitz and Paul Adler 
 

We wish a Happy Birthday this week to: 
Ina Chanin, Eva Cogar, Tracey Schwartz, Sydney Jackson, Sadie Gerson and Ellen Goodrich 
 

We wish a Happy Anniversary this week to: 
Linda & Mel Haskins 
 

This week we remember the Yahrzeit of:  
Louis Elliott Goldman, Maymie T. Schwartz, Simon Bolnick, Edward Arthur Stern, Paul Stein, 
Morris Besser, Oscar Dreizin, Leni Wertheimer, Aaron Backer, Simon Moore 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregation Sha’arey Israel 
ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 

THIS SUNDAY – JUNE 13 – 4:00 PM 
 
 

Please Note:  If anyone has new business they wish to discuss, 
                          please call David Frolich before the meeting. 

 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The New High Holiday Mahzor Lev Shalem 
Prayer Books Have Arrived at CSI 

 
If you would like to plate a prayer book 
for a life cycle event, the cost is $30.00 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 

Marc Rosengart’s Bar Mitzvah 
August 6-7 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 The CSI Gift Shop  

Birthdays – Anniversaries - Weddings 
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs – Graduations 

House Warming Gifts 
 

Call Terri 477-8597 or Deborah 474-0505 for an Appointment 
 

 
 
PARASHAT KORACH 
Numbers 16:1-18:32 
This week’s Torah commentary is by Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, Vice-President of the American 
Jewish University in Los Angeles and Dean of its Ziegler School of Rabbinical Studies. 
 
To Serve With Distinction - Korah's rebellion was based on his inability to appreciate the 
value of diversity and distinctiveness. 
 
The rebellion of Korah against Moses and Aaron is painful to most Jews who read it, precisely 
because it is so complex and so timeless.  While we are trained to sympathize with Moses 
and his supporters by our upbringing and by Jewish tradition, it is difficult for anyone who is 
passionate about democracy not to become stirred by Korah's powerful message.  Our 
Jewish loyalty seems pitted against our democratic commitments.  That conflict hurts. 
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Moses and Aaron have successfully led the Jewish tribes out of slavery in Egypt and through 
the dangers of the wilderness.  The life of the tribes is now relatively secure and comfortable.  
God regularly speaks, through Moses, to the Jewish people, and the families live out their 
lives waiting to move into the Promised Land. 
 
In the midst of this idyllic serenity, Korah rebels.  He resents having to follow Moses in all 
matters, and challenges him with the moving line: "All the community are holy, all of them, 
and the Lord is in their midst.  Why then do you raise yourselves above the Lord's 
congregation?" 
 
Korah's challenge strikes to the heart of the democratic values so cherished by both our 
Jewish and our American traditions: If all people are created equal, then why should any one 
person have any authority over another?  Why should one person ever have access to power, 
wealth or prestige in a way that another person does not? 
 
Korah's challenge echoes in the words of Samuel and Amos, Jefferson and Lincoln, Marx and 
Trotsky.  Great leaders in every age, these people fought for the assertion that each person 
has intrinsic worth, that all people have equal value. 
 
Few in America would challenge that claim.  But, we can still ask whether or not equality has 
to mean uniformity?  All people are indeed equal (in comparison to the infinite God who 
created us), but we are not all the same.  Equal in worth is not the same as identical in skills.  
Korah's flaw was to confuse those two traits--equal worth and identical characteristics. 
The fact is that people are not all the same.  The most rudimentary glance around a crowded 
room confirms various degrees of intelligence and strength, different personalities and 
health.  Great athletes are different than the rest of us, and Nobel laureates do, in the words 
of the Wizard of Oz, "think deep thoughts with no more brains than you have."  There is a 
difference. 
 
Korah was threatened by diversity, by specialization, by distinction.  Yet Judaism is based 
precisely on the celebration of diversity, the importance of distinction.  One can be different 
and still be equal.  The Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah articulates that insight when it says, "God 
divided the light from the darkness in order that it might be of service to the world."  Korah's 
position would be to try to blend the two, to say that light and darkness are basically the 
same.  Korah would be threatened by their remaining distinct, each contributing in different 
ways to the maintenance of the world. 
 
But we need distinct periods of night and day.  Both must retain their unique integrity for life to 
continue. Similarly, the midrash continues, "just as God distinguished the light from the 
darkness in order that that it might be of service to the world, so God made Israel distinct from 
the other nations... and in the same manner distinguished Aaron (and Moses)." For Jews to 
be able to contribute to the world--by living the values and practices that make for a society of 
sacred learning, divine service, and deeds of love--we must remain distinct. 
 
Not better.  Not isolated.  But distinct. Just as we needed Moses to function as a leader--a 
part of the people, yet distinct from them--so the world needs Jews and Judaism--as part of 
humanity, yet also distinct. 
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For other commentaries on this week’s Torah portion check out these sites: 
Aish.com    
ISJL Taste of Torah
JTS
MyJewishLearning.com
USCJ Torah Sparks 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Contact information: 
CSI Board of Governors: 
President - David Frolich - bb217@bellsouth.net
Vice-President - Scott Bayme - scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com
Recording Secretary - Shelley Davidson - lawonwheels@cox.net
Corresponding Secretary - Jenna Denisar- jennakap@aol.com
Treasurer- Steve Chanin - stephen.chanin@gmail.com
Ex-Officio - Marty Koplin - 5martyk@cox.net
Rabbi- Rabbi Rachel Bat-Or - rabbi@csimacon.org
CSI Secretary - Addie Schmidt - secretary@csimacon.org
 
Committees: 
Adult Education - Stephanie Kross - skross@cox.net
Board of Education - Jennifer Bernstein - jsw1@aol.com
Board of Trustee Chairman - Evan Koplin - evan.scrapman@gmail.com
Cemetery - Sol Hirsh - solhirsh@aol.com
Chevra Kadisha - Steve Chanin - stephen.chanin@gmail.com
     Harriette Carter - carter3@hospitalcareers.com
Cultural Affairs (Wall of Jerusalem) - Shelley Kruger - skruger5@cox.net
Gifts & Memorials - Francie Marshall - franciep@bellsouth.net
Gift Shop - Deborah Adler - deborahtravel@cox.net
                Terri Frolich - tovamacon@bellsouth.net
Hospitality - Beth Cohen - badbethie27@aol.com
House - Marc Lipson - marclipson@cox.net
Library – Hillel Kaplan – hilkap@juno.com  
Membership - Doug Katz - Sdkatz49@aol.com
Ritual - Jeff Lehman - jalroadtrip@cox.net
Social Action - David Ilan - ilanclan@gmail.com
Synagogue Donations - Beth Cohen - badbethie27@aol.com
Ways & Means - Scott Bayme - scottbayme@kaybeeofmacon.com
  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Quick links: 
CSI Macon Online
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ)
JTS Podcast - this week’s Parsha
Audio Siddur
Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA)
Israeli News Broadcast – in English   
The Jewish Ethicist  
Synagogue 3000
Learn through USCJ online  
The William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum
United Jewish Communities (UJC)
American Jewish University
 
For the children (or the young at heart): 
Torah Portion Coloring Pages 
Babaganews Torah Parasha of the week movie

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.aish.com/torahportion/
http://www.isjl.org/rabbinic/taste_of_torah.htm
http://www.jtsa.edu/Conservative_Judaism/JTS_Torah_Commentary/Emor_5769.xml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Weekly_Torah_Portion/shemini_summary.shtml
http://www.uscj.org/Emor_57698010.html
mailto:bb217@bellsouth.net
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http://www.csimacon.org/
http://www.uscj.org/index1.html
http://web.me.com/jtstunes/JTStunes/JTS_Podcasts/Entries/2008/11/5_Parashat_Lekh_Lkha_5769.html
http://www.sidduraudio.com/
http://jta.org/
http://www.fromil.com/tv/index.php?radio=4
http://www.fromil.com/tv/index.php?radio=4
http://www.synagogue3000.org/
http://www.uscj.org/Jewish_Living__Learn5019.html
http://www.thebreman.org/index.htm
http://www.ujc.org/index.aspx?page=1
http://www.ajula.edu/
http://www.aish.com/torahportion/coloringpages/ColoringPage.asp
http://www.babaganewz.com/parashah/

