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     *** OFFICE HOURS  *** 
 9:00 am - 5:00 pm   M-Thursday 
       9:00 am - 3:30 pm Friday 
         Lunch 1:00 - 2:00 pm 

       
Friday Evening Shabbat Services are held at 6:15 PM.  
          Saturday Shabbat services are at 9:30 AM. 

Thursday morning minyan at 7:00 AM 
 Please check the calendar each month for any special times. 

 

Purim Family Dinner 

And Motown Purim Schpiel 

February 28th  

(details inside) 

http://www.GoodSearch.com


 

 

 
Thursday, February 1st 

7:00 AM Minyan 
Friday, February 2nd 

6:15 PM Service 

Candle Lighting 5:50 PM 
Saturday, February 3rd  

9:30 AM Service 
Thursday, February 8th 

7:00 AM Minyan 
Friday, February 9th 

6:15 Service 

Candle Lighting 5:57 PM 

Rockin’ Shabbat 5:30 PM 
Saturday, February 10th 

9:30 AM Service 
Thursday, February 15th 

7:00 AM Minyan 
Friday, February 16th 

6:15 PM Service 

Candle Lighting 6:03 PM 
Saturday, February 17th 

9:30 AM Service 
Thursday, February 22nd 

7:00 AM Minyan 
Friday, February 23rd 

6:15 PM Service 

Candle Lighting 6:09 PM 
Saturday, February 24th 

9:30 AM Service  
Wednesday, February 28th 

Purim Family Dinner & Schpiel 

5:30 pm dinner - schpiel 6:30 pm  
 

 

   Services  at a Glance -  January 

 

 

 

 

Sunday school - 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

 

February 11th with afternoon Hebrew 

Tots and Teens 

February 18th - NO SUNDAY SCHOOP 

February 25th with afternoon Hebrew 

Tots and teens 

 

 

CONGREGATION SHA’AREY ISRAEL ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
MOVIE EVENT AND COVERED DISH SUPPER 

  
 

Sunday, February 18th 

4:00 PM 

Women’s Balcony 

(Israel, 2016) 

A bar-mitzvah mishap causes a major 
rift in an orthodox community 

At the home of 

Marty and Elmo Koplin 

 

Please RSVP to Marty 

5martyk@cox.net or 478-718-7001 
 

Let her know what you will be 
Bringing to this fabulous event 



 

 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASS 
LIMMUD - WRESTLING WITH THE TEXT 

 SUNDAY, February 11th  
 10:30 am to 11:30 am (note change of time) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purim Family Dinner 

And Schpiel 

 

Wednesday, February 28th 

5:30 dinner 

6:30 schpiel 

 

$10.00 per adult 

Children are free 

 

Come and doo-whop along with 

Your fellow congregants 

 

Rsvp to office 478-745-4571 



 

 

A word of Torah From Rabbi Aaron Rubinstein 

Planting Seeds of Goodness 
 
Greetings! While the temperature outside is still bouncing around, there already are budding hints of Spring and 
its hint of life and hope relentlessly pushing, insisting upon breaking through... 
A Bunch of Stuff… 
 
David Ilan presented an inspiring program about gardening with good bugs — an important reminder that each 
of makes choices that leave an impact on the environment, and that as we till and tend, we are the stewards for 
our world. 
 
February 13th, President’s Dining Room, Mercer, 7pm — an interfaith conversation about immigration. I’m hon-
ored to join the panel of speakers reflecting on our faith traditions and how they speak to this critically impor-
tant topic. Please feel invited. 
 
Erev Purim (2/28 Wednesday 5:30 dinner, 6:30 show). Motown! Impossible not to feel yourself moving to the 
beat! Members of TBI will be joining in our celebration. Let’s make some joyful noise together!  
 
Carly Abramson, ISJL fellow — here for the first weekend on February. Friday night shul dinner. 
 
These are just a few of the upcoming shul happenings. Great, worthwhile stuff happens here in this little shul 
that could. Over the past couple of shabbatot I couldn’t help reflecting upon Blaze Bernstein’s tragic passing — 
I’m not noting this in order to bring more gloom into our world, but to mention the amazing focus of Blaze’s 
parents as well as his community. Dogoodforblaze.com check it out, please. It’s a much-needed reminder that 
the world needs kindness, that each of us can bring healing through acts small and large. The Hebrew month of 
Adar (with its awesome gift of Purim) is coming. The rabbis teach: when Adar enters, he increase our joy. Let’s 
do just that, and while we’re at it — let’s increase kindness and compassion and love. These things are in our 
bones, they’re part of our mission statement as human beings. 



 

 

A Message from our President, Evan “Elmo” Koplin 

 
       

  

I recently read an article from my friend Marc Corsini which related to keys to success for 2018. Marc, from Macon is a very 
successful consultant now living in Birmingham who writes some excellent pieces which I find very inspiring for all facets of 
life and business. In this article he speaks of having an "attitude of gratitude".  "Be thankful for who you are and what you are 
able to do. Identify your own individual "gift package:" limit any negative thinking; and stop comparing yourself to others." 
 
Reading this made me think a lot about our synagogue.  We are so very fortunate to have the talented Rabbi and great indi-
viduals to make a lot of great things happen in our shul! As a small group we do accomplish a lot. 
 
Creative religious school for our kids, "Rockin Shabbat" services for our kids, Thursday morning minyans, Friday night and Sat-
urday morning services with excellent Torah discussions, Shabbat dinners, engaging Adult Ed programs, cooking classes, fun 
holiday celebrations, Shiva minyans, meals of condolence, Annual Ad book, various fund raisers during the year and many 
more functions which I have probably left of the list. 
 
Sure, we have our issues and areas that need improvement, who doesn't. I feel that it's important, when looking at our 
events, to focus on the positive. Limit negative thinking. If you are unhappy with a situation, I encourage you to communicate 
your concerns to myself, Rabbi, or a Board member as opposed to making comments to everyone around you.  Keep in mind, 
we are all volunteers trying to give our best effort in being part of our Kehillah. 
 
As far as comparing ourselves to others, as a shul for our size, we have a tremendous amount of energy and effort from great 
volunteers to make a lot of things happen. I do enjoy hearing ideas many of you gather from attending services at other shuls 
or hearing from friends and family of different functions about ideas seen at their shuls. Keep suggestions coming on how we 
can improve! (Recently heard a couple of great suggestions seen at other shuls we plan to soon implement) 
 
Thanks to Rabbi and Sharona and all our phenomenal volunteers for sharing your individual "gifts" every day to make our Ke-

hillah what it is! 



 

 

We are back from Winter Break, back to school and back to shule!  We eased back into Sunday School on January 7th with our Teen Class 
and Seedlings.  Junior Congregation met on the 7th also. 
 
Classroom lessons included a wide variety of topics. Our Teen Class is exploring world religions and discussing commonalities as well as dif-
ferences with Judaism. 
 
Our 4th-6th graders are discussing “Sh’mirat ha Tevah”, a Jewish value that has to do with protecting the environment.  Discussions have in-
cluded how Jewish traditions value nature and the natural beauty of the world, and how we can take care of the earth, using its resources 
responsibly.  Mar Freedman gave each of the students a succulent plant to be responsible for and take care of.  Our 4th-6th graders have also 
been engaged in an ISJL lesson that was focused on what it means when a Jewish baby is born – how the baby enters into a “brit” with God 
and the Jewish people with ceremony and blessings.  It was also explained that while a baby’s parents are directly in charge of raising the 
baby, the community also has a role in influencing that baby’s life.  The students learned what the saying:  “It takes a village to raise a child” 
means.  Our 1st-3rd grade class have been discussing Jewish symbols, what they mean, where to find them, and how to identify them.  They 
have enjoyed playing the game,Pictionary, while drawing the symbols for each other to guess what they are.Our Seedlings were introduced 
to TuB’Shevat with crafts, stories, games, songs, planting, and yoga.  All of our classes continue to collect tzedakah for their class projects. 
 
Thanks to Jenna Denisar who prepared our TuB’Shevat activity and snacks on January 28th.  Our students learned that there are fruits you 
peel and eat the inside; that you eat the outside but not the inside; and those that you can eat the entire fruit.  She provided discussion 
questions for the classes to learn more about TuB’Shevat. 
 
Rockin’ Shabbat was held on January 19th. 
 
Looking ahead, the Barton’s Passover Candy Sale will kick off in February so please continue to support our students and religious school 
with your orders! 



 

 

 
 

SEEDLINGS 
LEARNING ABOUT  

PLANTING 
FOR  

TU’B’SHEVAT 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Macon Outreach Needs Your Support 

 

Please everyone, remember to bring food donations for the Macon 

Outreach Food Pantry. Our donations will serve many families in the 

Middle Georgia area who are in need of help. Items such as canned 

fish and beans, peanut butter, macaroni & cheese, applesauce, canned 

fruits and vegetables, rice and pastas are all especially helpful. Please 

help contribute to Tikkun Olam  by bringing a can with you on your 

way to services and/or religious school. 

 
 
 
 
 
Congregation Sha’arey Israel is a partner with DAYBREAK, a daytime haven for 
members of our community who are either homeless or are in need of a place 
to spend a day with people; a place where they can shower, get a light snack, 
and feel part of a community.  
Donations are needed for the following supplies: shampoo/body wash; body 
lotion; paper towels; toilet tissue; 13 gallon trash bags; HE laundry detergent; 
bleach; disposable food service gloves; disposable razors; washcloths; spray 
deodorant; dish detergent; coffee; coffee creamers; coffee stirrers; sugar bags; 
powdered lemonade; canned fruit cocktails; crew and boot socks; tea bags; air 
disinfectant spray 
Daybreak has opened a boutique of gently used clothing. The store is called 
WEAR, and is located at 466 First Street. All donated items must be clean. 
Hangers are appreciated, but not required. Clothes for all members of the 
family are welcomed. All profits from the sale of the clothing will go to sup-

port Daybreak. You can drop off your donations at DAYBREAK, 174 Walnut 
Street 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HELP CONGREGATION SHA’AREY ISRAEL 
RAISE FUNDS THE EASY WAY 

SHOP AMAZON SMILE AND CHOOSE OUR SHUL  
TO RECEIVE  

A PORTION OF WHAT YOU SPEND 
http://smile.amazon.com 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 
NEW FLAVORS 

 
Champaign vinegar with parsley, basil and garlic 

 
White wine vinegar with arbol peppers 

and oregano (yummy & hot) 
 

Sherry vinegar with parsley, thyme and rosemary 
 

Red wine vinegar with marjoram and rosemary 
 

Apple cider vinegar with shallots and tarragon 
 

Only 4 of each left! 
$10.00 each @ the CSI gift shop 

 

PROCEEDS FROM THE 
PURCHASE OF  

RABBI AARON’S HOT SAUCE AND VINEGARS 
WILL BE DONATED TO 

MACON OUTREACH AND  DAYBREAK 



 

 The CSI Gift Shop 
Birthdays – Anniversaries - Weddings 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs – Graduations - House Warming Gifts 

 by appointment at any time. (within reason) 

Terri Frolich 

477-8597 

Or 

Deborah Adler 

474-0505 

Free local delivery 

ALL JEWELLRY  
40% OFF  

SPEND $25.00 IN THE GIFT SHOP 
AND GET OUR CSI COOK BOOK 

FOR FREE 
AND A FREE JAR OF CHEF MARLA’S  

SPICES (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST) 

COME BROWSE OUR NEWEST ITEM IN 
THE STORE.  

 SWEDISH DISHCLOTHS 

IN ASSORTED DESIGNS 
BY COSE NUOVE 

REUSABLE, DISHWASHER SAFE 
ABSORBS 15 TIMES ITS WEIGHT  

IN WATER - NO NEED FOR  
PAPER TOWELS 

 
SUPER ABSORBANT  -  GREAT DESIGNS 



 

 


