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        Board Chairmanships 
     Adult Education - Jan Lewis 
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     *** OFFICE HOURS  *** 
 8:00 am - 4:00 pm   M-Thursday 
       9:00 am - 2:30 pm Friday 
         Lunch 1:00 - 2:00 pm 

       
Friday Evening Shabbat Services are held at 6:15 PM.  
          Saturday Shabbat services are at 9:30 AM. 

Thursday morning minyan at 7:00 AM 
 Please check the calendar each month for any special times. 
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Thursday, January 3rd 

7:00 AM minyan 
Friday, January 4th 

6:15 PM services 
Saturday,  January 5th 

9:30 AM services 
Thursday, January 10th 

7:00 AM minyan 
Friday, January 12th 

6:15 PM services 
Saturday, January 13th 

9:30 AM services 
Thursday, January 17th 

7:00 AM Minyan 
Friday, January 18th 

6:15 PM services 
Saturday, January 19th 

9:30 AM services 
Thursday, January 24th 

7:00 AM Minyan 
Friday, January 25th 

6:15 PM services 
Saturday, January 26th 

9:30 AM service 
Thursday, January 31st 

7:00 AM Minyan 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   Services  at a Glance -   January 

 

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE 

Merle Feld 
Poet, playwright, author and speaker 

 

Friday evening, February 8th 
Shabbat service at 6:15 

followed by Shabbat dinner 

 

Saturday, February 9th 
Shabbat service with  

D’var Torah 

followed by Kiddush lunch 

 

Saturday evening there will be a 

Havdallah serviceand wine, cheese and 

dessert reception 

At the home of Jan Lewis & Robert Fieldsteel 

 

 

Please RSVP to CSI office for the Shabbat dinner   

And luncheon so we can have an accurate count 

 

On Sunday, February 10th, Ms. Feld will 

Meet with our children in  

CSI Religious School 



 

 Road Trip 

 

So — as I type into my phone, my family is about to head up to NY for a winter break. These trips are uncommon 

for us; last NY trip was quite a ways back. So in a way, these trips also serve as markers, opportunities to reflect a 

bit. 

 

We’ll be spending two shabbatot at the Forest Hills (Queens) Jewish Center, the shul where I interned as a senior at 

JTS in 1990 and served as assistant rabbi in ‘91 & ‘92. Way back when, (senior) Rabbi Skolnik’s oldest son was 

around ten years old, now he’s married, and a dad. So there definitely is the — where-did-the-years-go thing, but 

I’m also hearing an echo of my mentor telling me (I was the age of the other Rabbi Aaron) how I couldn’t really be-

gin to understand most of the members of my shul unless/until I became a parent. And at the time I (a) didn’t want 

to hear it, and (b) had no idea of what he really meant — so there’s that, too. Put another way, guiding a shul (small 

or large) is much more complex than most of the the academics, the ancient texts, even the internships that make up 

the curriculum of rabbinical students. 

 

Celebrating birthday #60 (?!) in shul was quite heartwarming and humbling — it’s a powerful expression of your 

patience and guidance as I’ve learned a lot from you — members of this shul — about the many pieces to the puzzle 

of leading a kehilla. If we (hopefully) are growing, all of us are works in progress. I’m blessed by many friendships 

here, and I know that — spiritually speaking — those relationships are the most valued coin of the realm. 

 

Along the way we’ll meet up with old friends in Asheville, my brother and his family in Arlington. We all know 

how good it feels to catch up with friends from earlier chapters in the book. Life is short, and we simply cannot 

know what lies beyond the bend. And for that reason it’s important to recharge our batteries by circling back and 

checking in with the people and places that make us who we are. 

 

We’re bursting with anticipation of Maya’s returning from a transformative semester in Israel (Kennedy airport on 

12/25). From hearing her voice snd reading her notes, it’s clear that she’s learned a lot, and she’s grown through this 

excellent Israel program. Her participation in this experience was made possible through the generous support of 

this kehilla. My words of thanks can’t adequately express my gratitude to you. 

What else? We’re looking forward to NY in all its adrenaline-soaked glory, certain holy grail type items of the Holy 

Land (babka, bagels, pizza — to name a few). 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed a fun and light-filled Hanukkah. I look forward to catching up with everyone in 2019! 

 

Love, Rav & Aaron & crew 



 

 

I hope everybody had a great start to 2019! While most of us do a lot of self-reflection at the time of the Jewish 
New Year, some also do it again at the start of the calendar year. Being Jewish we have an opportunity to hit the 
reset button twice a year.  What are those things you feel you need to improve on? 
 
To those who have made a contribution to the annual Fund, we thank you for your generous support of our  
Kehilla. If you have not yet made a contribution to the annual fund, it is not too late. 
 
As we start back the Religious and Hebrew School, I would like to thank the teachers, parents and all involved in 
the education of our children. We will have Coffee, Lox, and Bagels starting back up on Sunday January 6th.  This 
is a great time to come and schmooze and get to know your fellow congregants. 
 
We also will have a clear out sale of the Gift Shop this coming Sunday. As previously mentioned, we will be mov-
ing the Gift Shop to only handle Ritual items moving forward. I also want to mention than if there is a ritual item 
which we do not have on hand that we need to order for you, we will be more than glad to order these items for 
you. 
 
I hope everybody will purchase tickets for the upcoming Super Bowl Party on February 3rd. Anne Bayme and her 
committee have been hard at work putting together a great event. Even though the Falcons will not make it this 
year, come support your favorite team! This is one of our fundraisers which help support the operations of our 
Shul. 
 
Coming shortly after that will be our Scholar-In-Residence weekend with Merle Feld. February 8-10th. Merle Feld 
is a widely published poet, award-winning playwright, peace activist and educator. http://www.merlefeld.com/  
We look forward to an excellent weekend. 
 
Happy Healthy New Year to Everyone….. Again! 
 
 

A Message from our President 

http://www.merlefeld.com/


 

 

 



 

 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASS 
LIMMUD - WRESTLING WITH THE TEXT 

  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

Rabbi Aaron is available  
to meet with congregants 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

And by appointment. 
Please call the office 

478-745-4571  
To schedule your appointment 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

January 6th 
January 13th 

(Tu B’Shevat activity) 
January 20th - 

no Sunday school 
January 27th 

 

HEBREW SCHOOL 
Tuesday, January 8th 

Wednesday, January 9th 
Tuesday, January 15th 

Wednesday, January 16th 
Tuesday, January 22nd 

Wednesday, January 23rd 
Tuesday, January, 29th 

Wednesday, January 30th 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

IAN ALTMAN IN CONCERT 
 

SUNDAY,  MARCH 3, 2019 
FICKLING HALL 

MERCER UNIVERSITY 
 
 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW 
 



 

 Dr. Lawrence A. Haskins Memorial Trust – 2019 
 
 In 1980 Gertie and Harry Haskins, longtime members of Congregation Sha’arey Israel (CSI), established a memorial trust to honor their son Lawrence. A 
periodontist born and raised in Macon, Dr. Haskins died at the age of 34, leaving a wife and two young daughters.  
 The purpose of the Haskins Memorial Trust as endowed is “to perpetuate and enhance Jewish education for CSI students.” Given the ever-increasing cost 
of Jewish camp, education, travel and other activities, in 2010 the scholarship was increased to a one-time award of $2,000 for recipients.  
 It was the fondest hope of the benefactors that their generosity would further our young congregants’ knowledge of Judaism, increase their awareness 
and understanding of Jewish culture and the Jewish people, and enhance their religious commitment.   
 

Haskins Trust Guidelines 
1. Recipients must be between the ages of 10 and 20, which, for the purposes of the scholarship means to be at least 10 years old and no older than 20 years old in the 
calendar year in which he or she is granted the award or uses the award money.  
2. An applicant must have attended religious school at Sha’arey Israel for at least one full year. 
3.  An applicant has “achieved scholastic excellence.” This is a vague tenet of the scholarship, but is contained in the original document.  
4. The process requires a brief application letter to the committee which should include the following information: 

a. Applicant’s name 

b. Age 

c. A brief statement of why the applicant believes he/she is worthy of the scholarship 

d. The name of program and organization or institution, including the address, phone number, date(s) attending and cost  
5.  A recommendation letter from a Sha’arey Israel congregant or religious school teacher familiar with the applicant’s character and academic achievement 
6. The scholarship can be used to defray the cost of: 
 a. Travel to Israel through an approved program, not individual or family travel. 

 b. Attendance at a Jewish camp, conference, seminar or convention sponsored by a Jewish organization with which Sha’arey Israel is affiliated.  
 c. Recipients may use the award to attend a Jewish studies course or class in the United States, Israel, or anywhere in the world at an accredited   
 institution. The  student/family must provide a course description, proof of enrollment and final course grade before payment is made.   
 d. We prefer to send payment directly to the camp, school, program or travel organization. However, if a recipient’s family has already paid   
 for the program, payment will be sent to the parent(s) with proof of payment. 
 e. Each recipient may be asked to speak briefly on his/her camp, travel or educational experience at a Shabbat service.  
 Guidelines will be provided.  

7. Nominations must be received by Friday, March 1, 2019 and should be emailed to Haskins Trust Chair, Jami Gaudet, at jfsgaudet@aol.com.  
8. Decisions will be made by Monday, March 11, 2019.  
9. A scholarship award letter will be sent to each winner and the student’s name(s) will be announced in the synagogue bullet in and on the bimah at services by the 
synagogue president.   
10. The Haskins Memorial Trust committee selects a recipient or recipients annually and approves the use of the funds. There is no cap on the number of recipients 
in a calendar year.  
11. The amount of the award varies according to the number of recipients in a year and the funds available in the trust. The duration of the trust is 50 years. 2019 is 
year 39.  
 Parents and congregants, please encourage our young people to apply for this generous scholarship. If I can answer any questions about the fund or appli-
cation process, please contact me. 
 
Jami Gaudet 
Haskins Memorial Trust Chair 
jfsgaudet@aol.com 

mailto:jfsgaudet@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Macon Outreach Needs Your Support 

 

Please everyone, remember to bring food donations for the Macon 

Outreach Food Pantry. Our donations will serve many families in the 

Middle Georgia area who are in need of help. Items such as canned 

fish and beans, peanut butter, macaroni & cheese, applesauce, canned 

fruits and vegetables, rice and pastas are all especially helpful. Please 

help contribute to Tikkun Olam  by bringing a can with you on your 

way to services and/or religious school. 

 
 
 
 
 
Congregation Sha’arey Israel is a partner with DAYBREAK, a daytime haven for 
members of our community who are either homeless or are in need of a place 
to spend a day with people; a place where they can shower, get a light snack, 
and feel part of a community.  
Donations are needed for the following supplies: shampoo/body wash; body 
lotion; paper towels; toilet tissue; 13 gallon trash bags; HE laundry detergent; 
bleach; disposable food service gloves; disposable razors; washcloths; spray 
deodorant; dish detergent; coffee; coffee creamers; coffee stirrers; sugar bags; 
powdered lemonade; canned fruit cocktails; crew and boot socks; tea bags; air 
disinfectant spray 
Daybreak has opened a boutique of gently used clothing. The store is called 
WEAR, and is located at 466 First Street. All donated items must be clean. 
Hangers are appreciated, but not required. Clothes for all members of the 
family are welcomed. All profits from the sale of the clothing will go to sup-

port Daybreak. You can drop off your donations at DAYBREAK, 174 Walnut 
Street 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

HELP CONGREGATION SHA’AREY ISRAEL 
RAISE FUNDS THE EASY WAY 

SHOP AMAZON SMILE AND CHOOSE OUR SHUL  
TO RECEIVE  

A PORTION OF WHAT YOU SPEND 
http://smile.amazon.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOAH’S ARK DONATION WALL 
 

Honor the children of CSI with a plaque 
acknowledging their important milestones and achievements  

up to age 18. 
Minimum donation for a plaque is $36.00  

and $250.00 for adopting an animal. 
These donations make a great newborn baby gift, Bar/bat  

mitzvah, graduation gift or special recognition of a  CSI member’s 
child. 

Donations go to the Educational Resource Fund. 
Call Anne Bayme 478-474-0063 to make your donation. 



 

  
NEW FLAVORS 

 
Champaign vinegar with parsley, basil and garlic 

 
White wine vinegar with arbol peppers 

and oregano (yummy & hot) 
 

Sherry vinegar with parsley, thyme and rosemary 
 

Red wine vinegar with marjoram and rosemary 
 

Apple cider vinegar with shallots and tarragon 
 

Check with Rabbi Aaron for current flavors 
And availability 

 

PROCEEDS FROM THE 
PURCHASE OF  

RABBI AARON’S HOT SAUCE AND VINEGARS 
WILL BE DONATED TO 

MACON OUTREACH AND  DAYBREAK 



 

 


